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1996 2601 
(2) is conducted solelv bv a non-Federal entitv: and 
3 is funded through the Defense Health Program 


account. 
(d)EFFECTIVE DATE= the peer review requirements of 

sub-. Applicability. 

section (b) shall take effect on October 1, 1996, and, 

except as. ; 

provided in’ subsection (e), shall apply to all 

medical researc 

vroiects provosed funded on or after that 

date. includina medical 

research wroiects funded pursuant to anv 


reauirement Oo aw 
enacted before. o after that date. 

(e) EXCEPTIONS nly the following medical research 
projects 


Shall be exemnvt from the peer’ review 
reauirements of sub- 

section (b): ; 
(4) A medical research project that the 
Secretary deter- : 

Woge. has been substantially completed by October 1, 
(5) 

to any. ; 
provision of law enacted on or after that date if the 
provision | ; ; : 

a iad specifically refers to this section and specifically 
states 

that the peer review requirements do not apply. 


SEC. 743. INDEPENDENT RESEARCH REGARDING 
GULF WAR 10 USG1074 


A medical research project funded pursuant 


SYNDROME. 
note. 
(a)DEFINITIONS/=For purposes of this section: __ 
(6) The term "Gulf War service" means service on 


active 

dutv as a member of the Armed Forces in the 
Southwest 

Asia theater of onerations durina the Persian Gulf War. 
(7) The term "Gulf War syndrome" means the 
complex 

of illnesses and symptoms commonly known as Gulf War 


(8) —s- The term "Persian Gulf Warf has the meaning 
iven 

: ai term in section 101(33) of title 38, United States 
O 


e. 
(b) RESEARCH/=2The Secretary of Defense shall provide, 
con- 

tract. arant. or other transaction, for scientific research 

to be carried 

out. bv entities independent of the Federal Government 

on vossible 

ausal relationshins between Gulf War svndrome an@ 
9) the vossible exposures of members of the 

Armed Forces 

to chemical warfare agents or other hazardous materials 

durina 

Guilt War service: and 

Ae the use by the Department of Defens@ during 

e Per- 

See Gulf War of combinations of various inoculations 

an 

investiaational new druas. 

(c)PROCEDURES FOR AWARDING GRANTS|£2The Secretary 


shall 
prescribe the procedures to be used to make research 
awards under 
subsection (b). The procedures shall 
(1) include a comprehensive, independent 
peer-review 
vrocess for the evaluation of proposals for scientific 
research 
that are submitted to the Devartment of Defense: and 
(2) provide for the final selection of proposals for 
award 
to_be based on the scientific merit and program 
relevance 
of the provosed research 
, A AVAILABILITY OF FUNDSOf the amount authorized 
o be 
apvrovriated under section 301(21) for defense medical 
rograms, 
i. a is available for research under subsection 


SEC. 744. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW OF 


HEALTH CARE ACTIVI- 
TIES OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
RELATING TO GULF 
WAR ILLNESSES. 

(a) M L RESEARCH AND CLINICAL CARE 


PROGRAMS he 

Comptroller General shall analvze the 
effectiveness of the medical 
research programs and _ clinical care 
programs of the Department 


